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NEW  PMA.  SET-UP 


PMA  reorganization  announced  this  week  provides  for  several  changes  in 
Washington,  but  does  not  change  the  State  set-up.     The  principle  changes 
have  been  announced,  and  the  details  for  making  the  changes  effective  are 
expected  soon.    Until  they're  spoiled  out,  here's  the  dope  in  brief: 

1.    Abolishes  the  Field  Service  Branch,  the  Office  of  Requirements  and 
Allocations,  the  Office  of  Foreign  Programs  Coordination,  the  Materials  and 
Equipment  Branch,  and  the  Special  Commodities  Branch. 

2.  Establishes  an  Agricultural  Conservation  Programs  Branch. 

3.  Provides  an  Assistant  /  dminis'trator  for  Field  Operations. 

The  functions  of  the  abolished  branches  and  offices  that  can't  be 
discontinued,  will'  be  carried  on  by  other  PMA  branches. 


ELECTIONS  FOR  FARMER  COMMITTEEMEN 

Since  farmer  committeemen  election  dates  are  determined  locally,  we 
can't  tell  you  just  when  the  meetings  to  elect  community  and  county  agricultural 
conservation  committeemen  for  1947  will  be  held  in  your  area*     But,  the 
elections  are  getting  under  way*    A  few  have  already  been  held,  and  the  rest 
will  take  place  before  Chris tmas »  •  '-  - 

(continued  next  page) 
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ELECTIONS  FOR  FARMER  COMMITTEEMEN  (continued  from  page  1.) 

Each  county  selects  its  own  date  for  the  community  election  meetings,  but 
in  many  states  all  counties  will  hold  their  meetings  during  a  specific  week. 
You  can  get  accurate  word  on  this  for  your  area  from  State  PMA  office^ 

The  National  Farm  Program  is  run  locally  »   ♦  .  in  the  counties  and 
communities.  ♦  .  by  elected  farmer  committeemen.     The  committeemen  elected 
for  next  year  will  make  important  local  decisions  about  Government  price- 
supports,   crop  adjustments,   conservation,  crop  insurance,  etc. 

The  machinery  is  there  for  selecting  committeemen  by  true  democratic 
process.  But  the  machinery  can't  function  properly  unless  a  majority  of 
the  farmers  show  up  at  the  election  meetings.     Your  State  PMA  office  will 
probably  also  have  some  good  ideas  as  to  how  you  might  help  get  out  the  vote. 

REPORT  ON,  FAQ  CONFERENCE  .....      •  • 

We're  enclosing  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  report  prepared  by  a 
member  of  FAO's  staff  on  the  FAO  conference  in  .Copenhagen  the  first  part  of 
September.  _ 

By  way  of  follcw-up  to'  the  story  on  the  first  page  of  our  last  week's 
"RED  Letter,  we  might  point  out  that  the  commission  set  up  to  study  long- 
range  world  food  proposals  will  meet  here  in  y/ashington  October  28.  FAO 
will  appoint  the  commission  chairmen  and  provide  the  secretariat. 

This  commission  is  instructed  to  finish  its  work  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  final  report  will  be  submitted  to  the  FAO  Director-General,  who  is  to 
circulate        it  among  FAO  member  governments  and' the  international  agencies 
concerned. . .and  to  obtain  the  views  of  his  Executive  Committee.  After 
that.,  the  report  would  be  considered  by  another  FAO  conference  (possibly 
in  Geneva) .. .with  the  recommendations  of  the  conference  passed  on  to 
United  Nations 0 

HANDLING  PMA  INFORMATION  IN  THE  STATES 

As  most  RFD's  already  understand,  it's  USDA's  policy  wherever  possible, 
to  encourage  the  handling  of  PMA  information  at  the  State  level  by  State 
Extension  Services.    As  it's  put  officially,  "only  in  States  where  Extension 
can  not  provide  a  minimum  information  service  for  PMA,  will  the 'State  PMA 
office  seek  other  outlets*" 

State  Extension  Directors  and  State  PMA  Directors  are  holding  meetings  this 
fall  to  go  over  this  situation  state  by  state  and  work  out  definite  arrangements 
for  handling  PMA  information  in  each  case  for  programs  operated  on  a  State  basis. 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire  and  California  have  already 
held  their  sessions  e  •  •  and  most  of  the  other  States  will  hold  similar 
meetings  soon.     If  you're  wondering  about  your  own  State  (or  States),  your 
Extension  Editor  will  give  you  the  latoet  developments. 
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ANDERSON'S  SPEAKING  SCHEDULE 

The  f  ollowing  is  Secretary  Anderson's  speaking  schedule  for  the  next 
tTO  weeks: 

October  9,  Washington,  D.  C.  .American  For  estry  Association 

October  10,  Geneva,  New  York. .... c ... .Agricultural  leaders  meeting  under 

auspices  of  District  #171  of  Rotary 
International 

October  15,  Chicago,  Illinois...-  Illinois  State  Chamber  of  Commerce 

October  17,  Elkhart,  Indiana  .....Indiana  State  Grange 

FARM  MEN  IN  Ylkk  OFFICES" 

War  Assets 'Administration  announced  this  week  that  it  will  designate  a 
man  in  each  of  its  33  regional  offices  to  give  special  attention  to  disposal 
of  surplus  property  to 'farmers. 

These  offices  are  located  in: 


Atlanta 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Charlotte 

Ghicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Dallas 


Denver 
Detroit 
Ft.  Worth 
Helena 
Houston 
Jacksonville 
Kansas  City 
Los  Angeles 


Little  Rock 
Louisville 
Minneapolis 
Nashville 
New  Orleans 
New  York 
Tulsa 
Omaha 


Philadelphia 
Portland 
Richmond 
St.  Louis 
San  Antonio 
Salt  Lake  City 
Office  at  Fort 
Douglas 


San  Francisco 
Seattl e 
Spokane 


Among  the  duties  of  these  agricultural  representatives  are  determining 
special  needs  in  rural  areas .. .aval lability  of  farm  production  supplies  and 
equipment  for  disposal  in  rural  areas-.  .  •  etc. 


GARDM  CONFERENCE  NOVEMBER  7-8  ' 

A  National  Garden  Conference  will  be  held  here  in  Washington  November  7-8 
to  map  plans  for  the  '47  garden  program  the  7th  year  for  such  a  program. 

The  conference  will  talk  cbout  ways  and  means  to: 

.  Assure  adequate  supplies  of  health  protecting  foods  in  view  of  world 
needs  and  tho  great  demands  for  food  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Help  families  meet  the  cost  of  living.  Improve  home  and  community  grounds. 
Early  discussion  has  been  in  terms  of  "nearly  as  much  gardening  in  '47  as 
during  the  war" • 
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BA2  SITUATION  REPORT  BRIEFS 

Livestock  and  Wool  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue,   (As  of  September  25,  1946). 


Domestic  demand  for  meat  will  continue  strong  through  early  '47, ..with  record 

high  consumer  incomes  in  prospectc     But  may.  drop  some  in  late  '47  and  early  '48 
because  of  lower  consumer  income  at  that  time... and  some  shift  in  consumer 
'spending  to  cars,   refrigerators,  clothes,  etc.,  as  these  products  become 
available. 

Civilian  supplies  of  meat  per  person  may  be  as  large  An  '47  as  '46.,. but  meat 

output  rest  of  '46  may  be  relatively  low  because  of  heavy  marketings  of  hogs  and 
cattle  in  July  and  "August  when  price,  contro  Is  off. ..and  because  of  delayed  fall 
marketings  of  cattle  and  spring  pigs. 

Pork  production  may  be  smaller  in  '47  than  '46  with  indicated  15-20% 

cut  in  '46  fall  pig  crop  may  be  only  partly  offset  by  delayed  marketings  of 
'46  spring  pigs,  and  possible  increase  in  '47  spring  pig  cropc  ' 

Cattle  slaughter  in  '47  may  be  larger  than  '46... but  cattle  and  calf 

slaughter  in  '46  will  be  materially  less  than  record  slaughter  of  '45. 

Sheep-lamb  slaughter  in' 47  may  drop,  with  fewer  lambs  available  for 

grain- feeding  this  winter  and  probable  smaller  lamb  crop  next  yearD 

Retail  meat  price  ceilings  now  about  15%  higher  than  June. ..and  scheduled  to 

rise  in  January  and  again  in  April  as  subsidies  are  reduced  and  then  removed. 

Shorn  wool  production  in  '47  will  continue  to  drop  because  of  fewer  sheep. 

Prices  to  growers  will  be  supported  at  present  levels  by  CCC  purchases  at 
least  until  April  15,   '47.    U.S.  consumption  probably  will  drop  moderately 
from  record  1-billion-lbso-a-year  since  '41.    World  stocks  probably  will 
be  reduced  for  first  time  since  '39  or  '40. 

Fats  and  Oils  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue,  (As  of  September  24,  1946). 

U.  S.  imports  of  fats  and  oils   likely  to  increase  substantially  in  '47 
...exports  expected  to  be  smaller  than  '46. 

Production  of  fats  and  oils  from  domestic  materials  next  12  months 
probably  moderately  smaller  than  in  12  months  ending  September  30,  '46. 

(continued  next  page) 
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Fats  and  Oils  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue  (Continued  from  page  4). 

Lard  and  grease  production  in  la  to   spring  and  summer  of  '47  will  be  smaller 
than  year  earl  icr ... .Linseed-oil  output  from  domestic  flaxseed  will  be 
substantially  smaller  in  first  half  of  '47  than  in  first  half  of  '46.... 
Soybean-oil  production  likely  slightly  reduced  next  12  months. . . .Cottonseed-oil 
production  mil  continue  at  low  level  of  '45-46. 

Demand  for  fats  and  oils  expected  to  stay  at  high  level  well  into  '47. 

Until  mid-'47,  prices  probably  will  be  at  ceiling  levels,   or  higher  if 
■ceilings  are  removed. 

Prices  of  oilseeds  will  be  relatively  high  in  '46-47  marketing  year* 


Tobacco  Situation— 1947  Outlook,    (As  of  September  24,  1946.) 

This  year's  tobacco  crop  is  forecast  at  a  new  record  of  2,221  million 
pounds — which  breaks  the  record  set  in  1945  by  223  million  pounds. 

Domestic  Use  of  cigarettes  and  cigars  in  1947  may  even  exceed  present 
high  levels — though  demand  for  cigars  may  be  affected  by  recent  advance  in 
retail  prices.     Since  the  war,   there's  been  a  shift  from  the  use  of  smoking 
tobacco,  chiefly  to  cigarettes.     Recent  increases  in  the  cost  of  living 
may  reverse  this  shift  in  the  months  ahead.     Use  of  chewing  tobacoo--up 
temporarily  during  the  war—is  likely  to  continue  down  in  1947.  (Except 
for  the  war  years,  this  is  a  long-time  trend.)     Snuff  consumption  likely 
to  be  above  prewar  rate,  but  not  up  to  wartime  peaks.    Which  all  adds  up 
to  "domestic  tobacco  consumption  is  expected  to  increase  moderately  in 
'46-47  marketing  year." 

Exports  of  all  tobaccos  are  at  the  highest  level  in  15  years.  Our 
loan  to  Britain  has  improved  prospects  for  continued  high  tobacco  exports 
to  that  country.     The  Export-Import  Bank  has  loaned  Czechoslovakia 
2  million  dollars  to  buy  U.  So  tobacco. 

Feed— 1947  Outlook,   (As  of  September  30,  1946.) 

The  outlook  for  feed  supplies  are  more  favorable  now,  on  the  whole,  than 
since  1942.     Feed  concentrates  per  animal  unit  are  the  largest  on  record— 5  to  6 
percent  larger  than  '45-'46.    The  quality  of  1946  corn  is  far  better  than  '45 
corn.     The  supply  of  feed  grains  per  animal  unit  are  also  expected  to  be  the 
largest  on  record— 8  to  10  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.     Probably  only 
about  half  as  much  wheat  will  be  fed  in  the  coming  year  as  in  the  past  year. 
Rye  feeding  will  be  relatively  small.     The  overall  demand  for  feed"  in  the  coming 
year  isn  t  expected  to  be  as  strong  as  the  past  year";     The  price  relationship 
between  livestock  and  feed  won't  be  as  favorable  as  during  most  of  the  war,  but 
it  will  probably  still  "be  sufficient  to  encourage  a  continued  large  production 
of  livestock  and  livestock  products".     On  prices,   feed  grain  probably  has  passed 
peak  for  immediate  postwar  years.     Prices  are- likely  to  average  slightly  higher 
for  far st  half  of ' 46-47  feeding  season,  but  expected  to  drop  for  May-September 
peri  cd  of  '47. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

..Watch  for  Outlook  Reports  '  • 

,From  the  advance  'dope  we  got,  a  pretty  significant  story  will  come  out 
of  USDA's  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  here  Oct.  6-12... in  terms  of  needs 
for  farm  products,  and  production  goals,  for  next  year.     The  gist  of  it  is 
needs  for  big  production  in  '47.    Wc  again  suggest  that  you  may  want  to  get 
set  to  spot  regional  USDA,  and  State,  specialists  in  local  interpretations 
of  the  outlook.  . 

Bob  Unite,  agricultural  director  of  ABC,  has  arranged  for  a  pick-up  on 
the  Outlook  Conference  from  Washington  in  the  "American  Firmer"  Show,  12:30 
to  1:00  EST,  Octo  12.    Four  Department  officials  will  do  rapid-fire  high- 
lighting of  the  views  of  authorities  in  session  here  next  week:  : 

World  Outlook. .;L.  A.  Wheeler,  director  of  Office    of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations. 

U. S. Outlook. .. .Bushrod  All in,  Chairman  of  Department  Outlook  Board 

Nutrition  &  Farm 

Family  Living. .  .M.  L.  Wilson,  Director  of  Federal  Extension  Service 
Production 

for'  '47..  Robt.  H.  Shields,  Admin,  of  Production  and 

Marketing  Administration. 

UNESCO  Radio  Re c omme n da t i o h s 

At  the  meeting  in  Washington  last  week  of  the  U.  S.  commission  on  UNESCO;' 
the  round  table  on  mass  communications  expressed  strong  interest  in  radio  in 
the  development  of  international  goodwill  and  understanding.     It  emphasized 
the  important  'role  of  commercial  radio. 

In  addition,  the  round  table  made  two  recommendations: 

1.  United  Nations  and  UNESCO  should  establish  and  operate  as  soon  as 
possible  a  world-wide  radio  network. 

2.  'Pending  the  establishment  of  the  world-wide -network ,  United  Nations 

and  UNESCO  should  use  all  present  radio  facilities,  including,  if 
necessary,  exploration  of  the  possibility  of  buying  one  or  more 
existing  radio  stations. 

A  committee  appointed  to  advise  Asst.  Sec.  of  State  Benton  made  a  report 
somewhat  at  variance ■  with  the  fore-going  recommendations  of  the  U.  S,  Commission 
on  UNESCO.     It  emphasized  using  all  existing  media .. .recommended  against 
UNESCO *s  setting  up  .a  network. .. said  it  was  outside  the  committee's  province 
to  comment  on  proposals  that  UN  operate  such  a  network. 
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TOP  PRODUCTION  AGAIN  III  '47 

Out  of  USDA' s  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  here  in  Washington 
this  week  came  the  rather  surprising  picture  of  home  and  world  food  needs  that 

call  for;  ■■  

/    Top  Pood  Production  Again  in  '47  / 

Saturday,  following  the  close  of  the  conference,  PMA  Administrator  Shields 
told  a  network  radio  audience  that,  "we  expect  the  production  goals  for  most 
crops  in  1947  to  be  as  large  as  this  year's  acreage... if  not  larger.1'  Shields 
cited  the  wheat  goal. . .announced  some  weeks  ago  before  fall  seeding... which 
calls  for  planting' as  much  wheat  as  we  raised  this  year.    At  the  same  time,  he 
pointed  out  there  would  be  reductions  in  certain  other  commodities. .  .and  pointed 
to  the  potato  goal  that  calls  for  fewer  acres  than  planted- this .year*  Preliminary 
plans  for  '47  goals  call  for  about  the  same  total  planted  acreage  as  in  '46. 

Such  goals,  of  course,  again  pose  soil  conservation  problems.    They  are 
larger  than  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  long-range  soil  management.  In 
many  areas,  there  will  be  substantial  shifts  away  .from  certain  war-emphasized 
crops  and  other  products.    In  other  areas,  there  will  be  'fuller  use  of  the  land. 

Back  of  the  big  production  slated'  for  '47  are:  (a)  Requirements  for 
continued  big  exports  (although  not  as  big  as  f46)...with  the  prospect  of  critical 
food  situation  in  parts  of  Europe  next  spring  much  like,  that  of  this  past  spring, 
(b)  big  consumer  buying  power  at  home  next  year,  (c)  need  to  build  up  reserves 
of  commodities  depleted  during  the  war. 


PIT  THE  WORLD  FRONT 
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Two  international  developments  are  talcing  shape  that  will  have  an  important 
effect  on  American  farming  in  the  years  to  come. 

W o rl d  Food  Board  Commi ssion.    This  week,  FAO  announced  the  chairman  for  the 
commission  called  for  by  the  FAO  Conference  in  Copenhagen  in  early  September 
to  study  Sir  John  Orr' s  proposal  for  a  world  food  board.     It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  he  is  S.  M.  Bruce  of  Australia.  .  .who  takes  the  view  that  if  the  people 
of  the  world  had  enough  of  the  right  kind  of  food  to  eat,  there  would  be  no 
agricultural  surpluses. .. farmers  would  be  on  a  sound  footing.    Bruce  coined  the 
phrase,  "marriage  of  health  and  agriculture."     In  that  respect,  Bruce1 s  views 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  Orr,  who  is  author  of  the  World  Food  Board  proposal 
which  was  designed  to  improve  nutrition,  and  stabilize  prices.     This  commission 
(representing  16  nations)  will  begin  its  study  here  in  Washington  October  28. 

International  Trade  Organization  Meeting.    Meanwhile,  in  London  October  15,  a 
preparatory  committee  will  meet  to  plan  for  the  International  Trade  and  Employ- 
ment Conference  to  be  held  sometime  next  year.    This  group  will  discuss  American 
proposals  for  setting  up  an  International  Trade  Organization  that  will  work  for 
trade  agreements.    Director  Wilcox  of  the  Office  of  International  Trade  Policy, 
says  that  sometime  before  the  end  of  1947  "if  all  goes  well"  we  should  emerge 
with  proposed  trade  agreements  to  present  to  Congress  calling  for  reduction  of 
tariffs. 

SCHOOL  LUNCH  CONFERENCE 

A  National  School  Lunch  Conference  is  to  be  held  here  in  Washington,  Oct. 
22-23.     Those  invited  include  officials  handling  local  administration  of  the 
program. . .usually  some  one  from  the  State  Office  of  Education.    Also,  the  per- 
son in  charge  of  school  lunch  activities  in  each  PMA  State  office. 

This  is  the  first  full  month  of  operation  of  the  program  under  the  per- 
manent school  lunch  legislation  enacted  by  the  last  Congress. 

PLENTIFUL  FOODS  FOR  NOVEMBER 

PI'IA  gives  us  this  linc-up  on  foods  that  will  be  plentiful  in  most  markets 
during  November: 

Potatoes,  onions,  lettuce. .. iceberg  type,  cauliflower,  pears... fall  and 
winter  varieties,  canned  citrus  juice ...  single  strength,  dried  peaches,  and 
fresh  and  frozen  f i sh. except  shellfish. 

Supplies  of  cranberries,  almonds,  and  filberts  will  be  good,  and  should 
be  plentiful  on  most  markets. 
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S0LUTI01TS  TO  LCITG-  RANGE  TD3SR  SHORTAGE 

At  the  American  Forest  Congress  (called  by  the  American  Forestry  Association) 
here  in  Washington  this  week,  Secretary  Anderson  and  Chief  Forester  Watts  of  USDA 
dwelt  on  2  major  issues  in  the  present  lumber  famine  in  the  United  States. 

j  In  so  doing,  "both  stressed  that  this  lumber  shortage  is  no  passing  thing. 

Anderson  emphasized  the  difficulty  in  finding  good  timber  for  war  uses  while  the 

I        war  was  still  on... and  in  getting  timber  to  build  the  millions  of  new  houses  we 
need.    He  and  Watts  pointed  out  that  we're  cutting  50$  faster  than  we're  growing 
timber. ..and  still  can't  keep  up  with  timber  needs.    Watts  said  that: 

Even  under  the  most  vigorous  program,  of  good  management,  it  will  be 
•   many  years  before  our  forests  can  meet  potential  requirements. 

Most  of  conference  members  accepted  pretty  well  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation.    The  fireworks  came  over    what  to  do  about  it.    The  two  key  questions 
were: 

" Custody  Cutting" .    Watts  said  the  American  Forestry  Association  apprently  ad- 
vocated having  the  public  buy,  and  rehabilitate,  cut-over  forest  lands.  And 
then  when  there's  a  good  market  for  timber,  turn  the  land  back  to  lumbermen  to  cut. 
It  is  well  to  remember  here  that  it  always  has  b e en  USDA  policy  on  National  Forest 
land  to  award  contracts  to  private  lumbermen  to  cut  timber  ready  to  be  cut.  What 
the  Secretary  and  Watts  were  holding  out  for  here  is  permanent  ownership  by  the 
Government  to  enforce  good-management  cutting  practices  b:,  lumbermen  on  lands 
that  it  buys  and  reforests. 

Regulation  on  Private  Lands.    The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  three-fourths  of 
suitable  land  for  commercial  timber  is  privately  owned.  ..that  up  to  now,  90$ 
of  the  national  cut  is  from  private  landc    He  and  Watts  said  that  two-thirds  of 
the  cutting  on  private  lands  is  destructive.     The  debate  here  came  over  the 
particular  method  of  preventing  destructive  cutting  on  the  private  lands.  The 
Secretary  said  that  the  program  committee  of  the  American  Forestry  Association 
apparently  advocated  only  State  initiative  and  action.    The  Secretary  said .that 
every  State  should  have  reasonable  opportunity  to  regulate  catting  under  State 
law.    But  that  where  the  State  failed  to  enforce  satisfactory  standards,  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  should  step  in. 

TOP  PRODUCT  I  Oil  IN  '47  •  ' 


USDA  is  holding  a  National  Garden  Conference  here  in  Washington,  ITov.  7-8. 
The  delegates  will  be  filled  in  on  the  world  and  home  food  needs  as  developed  at 
the  Outlook  conference,    Then  they  will  get  down  to  the  business  of:  (a)  con- 
tinuing gardening  in  '47,  (b)  the  need  to  promote  eating  more  f raits  and  vege- 
tables, (c)  home  and  community  grounds  improvement,  (d)  how  to  spread  information 
about  improved  horticultural  practices,  (e)  plans  for  the  '47  gard.cn  campaign 
and  long-time  garden  program. 
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BAE  SITUATION  REPORT  BRIEFS 

National  Food  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue,  (As  of  9/30/46) 

Civilians  probably  villi  get  as  much  food  in  '47  as  in  this  big  year  of  '46. 
We  may  not  grow  quite  as  much  in  '47  as  in  '46,  but  we'll  probably  ship  less 
abroad.     Just  as  in  the  last  2  or  3  years,  we  may  be  short  of  some  foods,  as  long 
as  we  have  peak  consumer  incomes,  and  controlled  prices.     Other  foods  will  be 
plentiful  or  excluded  from  price  controls. 

Prospects  for  2  foods  of  major  interest  are: 

Meat  Civilian  supplies  likely  to  run  about  same  as  in  '46.    May  be  somewhat 

more  beef  and  veal... but  less  pork,  lamb,  mutton  for  domestic  use. 
Civilian'  supplies  are  not  likely  to  exceed  148 -lb.  per  person  rate 
of  '44... the  highest  since  1911.    Supplies  of  meat  will  continue  below 
demand  at  new  ceilings. . .and  even  after  upward  price  adjustments 
expected  as  subsidies  are  withdrawn. 

Sugar — Significant  increases  in  civilian  sugar  supplies  not  likely  until 
bulk  of  '46- '47  crops  available  late  next  spring,  or  early  summer. 
Even  then,  amount  for  civilians  will  depend  on  domestic  and  world 
crops . 

The  outlook  for  other  important  food  products  for  '47,  compared  with  '46,13: 

About  same:     Chicken  and  turkey,  skim  milk  products,  vegetable  fats  and  oils, 
fresh  deciduous  fruit,  canned  fruit  juices.,  potatoes,  sweet- 
potatoes,  and  dry  beans. 

Somewhat  Less:  Eggs,  fresh  vegetables,  total  milk  in  all  forms. 

Somewhat  More:  Butter,  lard,  evaporated  milk,  cheese,  citrus  fruit,  canned  and 
frozen  fruit,  wheat  flour,   corn  products,  rice,  fish. 

Demand  and  Price  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue  (As  of  9/25/46) 


Demand  for  farm  products  in  T47  likely  to  continue  strong,  but  may  drop  some 
latter  half  of  year. 

Consumers  probably  will  have  most  money  in  history. . .but  with  cars,  refrigera- 
tors, etc.,  coming  on  market  in  increasing  volume  in  '47,  consumers-  will  put  more 
money  into  those  things.  ...with  less  than  usual  of  their  increased  incomes  going 
into  farm  products. , 

Farmers'  financial  outlook  for  '47  is: 

Prices  They  Get — —Likely  to  drop  somewhat  below  '46... but  still  above  '45 
average. . .which  was  about  twice  as  high  as  either  '35-39  or  '09-14. 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Demand  and  Price  Situation  (continued  from  page  .) 

Prices  They  Pay  Expected  to  average  higher  in  '47. 

Net  Returns  Assuming  normal  growing  conditions  next  year,  farmers' 

cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  and  Government  payments  may  drop 
about  5fo  below  record  receipts  in  '46.    With  higher  costs  and  smaller 
receipts,  farmers  may  net  10-15$  below  '46.    But  that  would  still  be 
near  the  wartime  levels  of   '43-45... and  about  2tt  times  '55-39  average. 

Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue  (as  of  8-19-46) 

Some  existing  shortages  in  facilities  to  process  and  distribute  farm  products 
'may  continue  into  *47. 

Rail  transportation  likely  to  remain  critical  through  next  year.  Refrigera- 
tor cars  probably  short.    Present  critical  shortage  of  box  cars  for  grain  and 
grain  products  probably  will  not  be  eased  materially.    Expect  to  be  enough  cars 
for  livestock.  ' 

Rates  on  most  types  of  transportation  likely  to  be  somewhat  higher  in  '47, 

Air-freight  for  certain  fruits,  vegetables  and  flowers  probably  will  increase 
in  '47,  especially  if  rates  continue  to  drop. 

Farmer's  share  of  consumer's  dollar  probably  will  drop  in  '47. 

Cotton  Situation  1947  Outlook  Issue  (As  of  9-20-46) 

The  T47  outlook  for  cotton  is  as  follows: 

Production  Recent  advances  in  cotton  prices... if  sustained  through  '47 

planting  season. . .make  cotton  a  more  effective  competitor  with  alternative  enter- 
prises for  labor  and  other  production  resources. 

Supplies  and  Needs  U.  S.  carry-over  next  Aug.  1  maybe  lowest  since  f29... 

or  a  little  more  than  4  million  bales  compared  with  7.5  million  Aug.  1  of  this  ~- 
year. 

Textile  Demand  By  end  of  current  season,  production  of  cotton  textiles  may 

catch  up  with  demand. 

Rayon  Competition.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  prices  of  cotton  have 

risen  faster  than  rayon.  Increased  supplies  of  rayon  textiles  are  becoming  avail- 
able and  will  compete  more  effectively  with  cotton  goods. 

Export  Prospects  Advances  in  cotton  prices  since  June  '45  have  greatly 

widened  the  spreads  between  domestic  and  foreign  cotton  prices,  and  so  lowering 
prospective  exports. 

Farmers'  Cash  Receipts  On  basis  of  Aug.  15  prices,  and  Sept.  9  crop  fore- 
cast, farmers'  cash  receipts  from  ?45  cotton  will  be  highest  since  '25. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 
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Tips  on  Radio  for  Youth  Groups 

Last  week,  nearly  300  representatives  of  about  15  national  rural  youth 
groups  met  over  at  the  State  4-H  camp  at  Jackson's  Hill,  "Jest  Virginia.  This 
group,  calling  themselves  Rural  Youth  of  U.  S.  A.,  represent  a  wide  range  of 
interests  from  older  4-H,  Future  Farmers  and  Future  Homemakers  to  International 
Kiwanis.     They  asked  me  to  come  ever  for  a  work-study  session  on  how  these 
organizations  can  use  radio. 

By  way  of  preparation,  I  talked  with  several  of  the  fellows,  including 
Bill  Drips  of  N30,  Bob  White  of  ABC,  and  John  Baker  of  the  National  County  Agent 
News  Syndicate.     I  intended  to  write  some  of  the  rest  of  you  for  your  thoughts 
on  the  slant  to  take  with  these  groups  but  just  didn't  get  around  to  it  in  the 
pressure  of  events  around  here.     So  I  went  ahead  along  the  lines  of  the  enclosed 
mimeographed  notes  which  I  gave  them  to  take  home  by  way  of  reference.    My  aim, 
among  other  things,  was  to  make  life  simpler  for  your  fellows  in  dealing  with 
requests  for  time.     I  don't  know  whether  it  will  work  out  that  way.    But  here ' s 
the  reason  we 're  passing  these  notes  along  to  you.    The  national  headquarters  of 
Rural  Youth  U.  3.  A.  would  like  to  pass  these  notes  to  ail  their  membership. 
Before  they  do  that,  we'd  like  to  get  the  benefit  of  any  suggestions  or  criticisms 
you  may  have.     So  the  floor's  yours. 

Incidentally,  you  might  be  interested  to  know  that  the  names  of  a  good  many 
of  you  RFD's  over  the  country  figured  in  our  discussion  at  Jackson's  Mill. 


T;/ILL  MEET  YOU  IN  CHICAGO 

Yours  truly  is  looking  forward  to  the  RFD  meeting  in  Chicago  on  December  1. 
Got  a  lot  of  "meet  in' , acquaint  in '  ana  renewin'"  to  do.    The  Association's 
Washington  representative  (She  used  to  be  in  Iowa)  tells  me  it  pays  to  get  your 
reservations  in  early  to  the  boss-man  at  Mrs..  Steven's  Boarding  House.     I  under- 
stand brother  Hal  Totten  is  taking  some  of  the  reservation  burden  on  his  broad 
shoulders. 

Joe  Tonkin  from  this  shop  and  Burt  Hut ton  of  KALE  have  been  lined  up  to 
help  Bill  Zipf  on  the  Radio  Committee.    There  will  be  others. 


Dana  Reynolds 


Een  Gapen 
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USDA  ACTIC::5  Pi'  FOOD-FEED 

This  week,  USDA  took  several  steps  on  food  and  feed  controls: 

Feed  Grains.  Now  that  we  have  enough  grain  to  permit  it,  industries  can  buy  and 
use ..  .without  restriction. .  ..corn  and  ether  feed  grains;  this  applies  to  feeders, 
feed  manufacturers,  food  manufacturers,  dry  processors  and  wet  processors. 

Protein  Meal.  No  restrictions  (as  of  Oct.  17)  on  distribution  and  use  of  protein 
meal  and  soybeans. 

Sirup  and  Molasses .  With  more  stringent  control  of  sugarcane  going  into  sirups 
and  molasses,  there  should  be  about  100,000  tons  more  sugar  from  the  '46  crop, 
(U.S .consumption  in  T44:  6,157,000  short  tons,  raw  basis. ) 

PMA  CONTINUES  "AS  WAS" 

A  memo  from  Administrator  Shields  concerning  the  recently  ordered  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  says  PMA  is  to  continue  with- 
out change  during  an  interim  period. 

GRIST  FOR  LOCAL  OUTLOOK  SHOWS 

During  the  coming-  weeks,  Extension  and  PMA.  folks  in  your  States  will  be 
holding  meetings  on  the  '47  agricultural  outlook  and  goals.''    On  pages.  5-7  we  have 
abstracted  for  your  reference  some  papers  given  at  the  Annual  Outlook  Conference.. 
here  last  week.     This  information  may  help  you  in  planning  local  broadcasts. 
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ARMY  AIR  FORCES  TAKES  GAPEN  FOR  A  RIDE 


I  wish  all  the  brothon  could  have  been  with  me  on  October  14,  15,  16,  along 
with  others  in  the  information  field.     I  flew  by  Army  transport  to  Orlando,  Florida, 
to  witness  the  battle  of  man,  airplanes  and  DDT  against  a  vicious  enemy... the 
mosquito.     Getting  to  bed  the  first  night  at  midnight  and  getting  up  the  next 
morning  at  3:00  A.M.,  was  merely  the  prelude  to  two  full  days  of  watching  the 
Army  Air  Forces  Proving _ Ground  Command  engage  this  death  dealing  insect.  Seeing 
as  how  you  were  net  on  the  trip,  here  are  a  few  highlights. 

The  research  on  DDT  spraying  by  the  Army  Air  Forces  at  Orlando  is  an  out- 
growth of  a  desire  by  the  office  of  the  Air  Surgeon  to  develop  and  test  water 
dispersible  DDT  and  to  test  aerial  spraying  apparatus  for  this  for  C-47  and  A-26 
Aircraft.     The  Army  Air  Forces  have  picked  up  the  laboratory  and  pilot  plant 
research  of  the  Department's  Bureau  of  Entomology -and  Plant  Quarantine  Mosquito 
Laboratory  at  Orlando ;  Florida.    They  are  using  also-  the  experience  gained  during 
insect  warfare  in  the  Pacific,  European,  and' African  theatres. 

The  A-26  and  C.-.47  -sprayed  hundreds  of  aquare  miles  of  marshland  near  DeLand 
with  water  drsp'ersiblc-  DDT  and  DDT  in  oil  solution.     The  pilots  told  us  that  their 
end  of  the -project  was  more  like  a  strafing  run  than  a  bombing  run,  that  it  called 
for  the  ultima*t'e  in  precision  flying. 

We  visited  the  Department's  Mosquito  Laboratory  to  see  the  experimental  insec- 
ticides being  tested.     Then  after  seeing  all  this,  we  had  a,  .two  and  a  half  hour 
briefing  by  the  pilots,  workers  and  men  in  charge  of  the  Air  Proving  Ground 
Command's  project. 

Also  we  walked  around  the  marshland  that  had  been  sprayed  and  saw  the  devices 
used  for  testing  the  lethal  effectiveness  on  mosquitoes.    Also  tests  to  see  what 
other  insects  were  affected  by  the  spray. 

Then  we  had  a  "look  see"  at  the  A-26  attack  bomber  and  the  C-47  transport 
craft  that  had  tanks  in  them  to  hold  the  spray  and  apparatus  installed  for  . 
scattering  the  spray. 

One  of  t.he  party,  but.  not  yours  truly,  rode  the  A-26  on  a  demonstration  flight, 
One  of  the  most  exciting  phases  of  this  trip  was  the  very  last  flight  of  the  C-47 
when  the  pilot  of  said  ship  reversed  his  course,   sneaked  in  over  the  fifty  foot 
trees  and  buzzed  the  group  of  us... and  when  I  say  buzzing,  here's  what  he  did. 
He  came  over  the  trees  at  fifty  feet,  one  inch,  and  two  hundred  yards  later  pulled  _ 
out  of  his  dire  at  about  eight  feet  off  the  ground.    The  photographer  who  was  •-"*  " 
strapped  in  at  the  open  door  of  the  plane  was  raised  two  feet  off  the  floor  of  the 
dabin.    Later  we  looked  at  the  roof  of  the  cabin  to  see  whether  he  had  gone  through 
the  aluminum,  but  he  was  a  short  guy. 

These  tests  along  with  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  the  tests  of 
commercial  groups  will  result  in  accurate  knowledge  of  how  to.  use  water  disper- 
sible DDT  and  how  to  do  it  most  effectively  over  large  areas.    Right  now  we  arc 
not  prepared  to  interpret  this  research  in  light  of  farm  and  ranch  problems.  How- 
ever, what  I  saw  on  this  trip  proved  that  DDT  will  become  as  familiar  as  insect- 
icide in  agriculture  as  arsenic. 

(continued  on  next  page.) 
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Army  Air  Forces  Takes  Gapen  For  a. Hide  (Continued  fron  page  2) 

You'll  "be  hearing  more  about  new  uses  and  new" methods  for  using  EST ■  before 
many  more  months  "because  reports  on  EET  research  are  "beginning  to  come  in  thick 
and  fast.'   It  will  take  some  time,  of  course,  to  sift  through  and  apply  many 
of  the  findings  to  specific  domestic  need. 

Another  interesting  sidelight  is  the  cooperative  angle.'  The  Army  Air 
Forces  and  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  Laboratory  people  are  working  closely  toget- 
her.    The  Entomology  people  probably  could  not  ;  undertake,  the  big  commercial 
scale  research  that  the  Air  Forces  people  are  doing.    And  the  Air  Forces  people 
are  able  to  make  great  strides  because  they  have  the  information  already,  brought 
out  by  the' Entomology  Laboratory.    Believe  it  or  not,  this  war  against  the  mos- 
quito, to  me,  is  as  big  a  development  as  that  of  the  atomic  bomb. 

Ken  Gap en 

TO  COLE  TO  REGIONAL  LABS 

From  various  sources  (including  Chuck  Worcester's  RFE  Better),  we  learn 
that  Layne  Beaty  of  WBAP|  -Fort    Worth,  counsels  his  BFD  brethren  to  take  a  few  days 
off  to  visit  USBA1  s  Regional -Research  Laboratorieso    To  which  Frank  Teuton,,  in 
charge  of  information  for  USEA-' s  Bureau  of  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Chemistry 
responds  with  a  12-inch  smile  and  the  warmest  of  warm  Tennessee  hospitality. 
"Welcome,  EFE1 se    The  war's  over,. .with  its  secrecy  about  war  research  projects. 
The  door's  and  shutters  are  open<>    T7eTll  be  more  than  glad  to  see  you," 

You'll  recall  that  these  laboratories  were  authorized  by  Congress  in  '38 
to  search  for  new  and  wider  outlets  for  markets  for  farm  commodities© 

Of  the  dozen  of  projects  under  way  at  the  various  labs,  Frank  singles  out 
a  few  of  particular  interest  at  the  moments. 

Phi] adelphia — Putin  from  buckwheat  for  treating  high  blood  pressure... 
apple  essence  for  flavoringo  -,  ..casein  fiber  for  brush  bristles* 

New  Orleans-2— Improved  tire  cord  from  special  cotton  varieties. .  .Peanut — 
protein  fiber 

Peoria — Motor  fuel  from  farm  waste, .. Soft-grit  blasting  powder  from 
farm  waste  to  clean  carbon  from  motors. 

Albany,  Calif — Fiber  from  chicken  feathers. . .velva  fruit  (like  ice  cream) 
from  fruit  too  soft  for  fresh  market.  -  (And  ask  Eirector  Te  LQ 
Swenson  to  show  his  chicken  feathers  pencil.) 

Just  one  point o    The  labs  are  on  the  Government  ^-iay  week.     So  to  avoid 
disappointments,  don't  drop  in  on  Saturdays,  unannounced. 


ECHOES  OF  THE  OUTLOOK  COHERENCE 

Last  week,  we.  gave  you  the  upshot  of  USDA's  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  here  in  Washington"*,-  .-in  terms  of  top  production  in  order  again  in  f47. 
In  recent  weeks,  we 'also  have  abstracted  for  you  commodity  situation' outlook 
reports.    This  week,  and  next,  we'll  skim  a  little  of  the  cream  off  the  more 
important  talks  at  the  conf  erence ..  .for.  your  background  in  planning  shows  on  the 
local  outlook  for  next  year.  .  . 

How  Prosperous  in  '47? 

Marriner  Eccles  of  Federal  Reserve — r-sees  the  elements  of  sustained  prosperity,., 
with  inflation  hazards  that 'might  lead  to  .depression. 

Favorable  factors:  High  civilian  employment  at  58  million  compared  with 
56  war-time  peak. . .annual  rate  of  income  payments  higher  than  any  wartime  quar- 
ter and  twice  highest  prewar  peaks  of  '29-40. . .Federal  spending  cut  from  $100 

billion  to  $40  billion,  with  start  on  debt  reduction. .. individual  liquid  assets 
continue  to  increase,  but  slower  than  during  war .. .Government  security  prices 
showed  great  stability  during  stock  market  break. . .expansion  of  total  deposits 
has  come  to  a  halt  and  has  been  reversed,  and  interest'  rates  low. 

Unfavorable  factors:    Wartime  controls  of  prices,  wages,  production  pre- 
maturely abonded  or  relaxed,  and  excess-profits  tax  abolished  when  need  it  most., 
work  week  cut  when  need  increased  production  to  curb  inflat ion. . ? upward  spiral 
of  wages  and  prices  has  gone  too  far,  with  threat  of  another  round  of  wage 
increases  early  next  year  unless  living  costs  are  cut  or  stabilized. . .prices  in 
some  areas  (especially  construction  but  also  most  farm  products)  higher  than 
people  can,  or  are  willing  to  pay... farm  real  estate  prices  higher  than  future 
income  likely  to  sustain. 

Eecles  said  back-log  demands  along  some  major  lines  (housing  and  general 
construction,  automobiles,  etc.)  should  keep  economy  at  high  level  for  quite 
some  time  IF  price  and  wage  structure  is  brought  back  in  line.     Inflation  can 
only  end  in  collapse. 

Exports  Continue  Large 

L.  A.  Wheeler,  director  of  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  USDA  

looks  for  continued  large  exports  in  '47... but  probably  smaller  than  first  half 
of  '46.    A  number  of  European  countries  may  run  into  critical  food  shortages 
last  few  months  before  T47  crops  available. 

Export  prospects  for  specific  crops: 

Wheat  Big  domestic  demand,  depletion  of  U.  S.  stocks,  and  big  exports 

planned  for  second  half  of  '46  may  limit  exports  first  half  of 
'47.    Exports  second  half  will  depend  mainly  on  '47  wheat  crop. 

(continued  on  next  page.) 
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Echoes  of  the  Outlook  Conference  (continued  from  page  4.) 

Livestock  Products  With  end  of  set-asiies  fpr  exports,  domestic  consumers 

probably  will  take  large  share  of  output  of.  meats,  dairy  products. 
*  •  eggs. 

Cotton — Enough  available  for  export,  in  spite  of  small  crop  this  year... 
k  carry-over  (although  substantially  below  recent  years)  can  be 

reduced  still  further. 

Tobacco  U*  S.  record  crop  but  home  and  foreign  demand  (at  present  high 

levels)   will   absorb  it. 

Fruits,  Vegetables ---Enough  of  most  kinds  to  fill  any  prospective  demand. 

Price  competition  will  gradually  become  more  important .. .especially  for 
exports  of  cotton  and  some  f raits ,  such  as  apples  and  dried  fruits. 

During -first  5  months  of  '46,  nearly  half  of  agricultural  exports  made  up  of 
lend-lease,  UrTRPA,  and  private  relief  shipments.     In  '47,  appears  foreign  - 
countries  will  have  to  rely  on  own  exchange  reserves  for  more  than  four-fifths 
of  imports  of  'J.  S.  agricultural  products.     '47  level  of  buying  power  for  most  of 
main  countries  to  which  we  export  will  depend  on  amount  of  dollars  they  get 
through  International  loans.    Appears  several  billion  dollars  of  loans  will  be 
used  to  buy  U.  S.  products,  including  food,  tobacco,  cotton* 

See  enclosure . 

Balance  Sheet  of  Agriculture 

Norman  J.  Wall,  of  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics-gives  this  summary  of  agricul- 
ture's economic  position: 

Cash  Income  for  '46  forecast  at  $23  billion,  highest  in  history. 

Asset  Value  of  U.  S.  agriculture  on  Jan.  1,   '46  (as  composite  business)  for 

first  time  in  history  exceeded  3100  billion. .  .with  $48  billion  increase  since  *40. 

Real  Estate  was  worth  §55.6  billion  on  Jan.  1... increase  of  13$  in  year. 

Farm  real  estate  index  per  acre  rose  77$  this  war  (up  to  July  1,  '46)... and  70$ 
in  last  war.  Even  under  most  optimistic  appraisals  of  future  farm  income,  farm 
real  estate  prices  in  some  areas  at  level  difficult  to  maintain. 

Bank  Deposits  of  farmers  on  Jan;  1  estimated  at  $10  billion ...  increase  of 

about  $7  billion  since  beginning  of  '40. . .with  about  $2  billion  of  that  in  '45 
alone.    Farmer-held  deposits  increased  faster  than  for  most  other  groups. 

Liquid  Assets  of  farmers ( including  bank  deposits,  currency,  war  bonds)  . 

totaled  $19  billion  on  Jan.  1... increase  of  $14.9  billion  since  Jan.  1,   '40.  But 
sizeable  part  of  increase  has  been  at  expense  of  deferred  maintenance  and 
replacements. 

(continued  on  next  page.) 


Echoes  of  the  Outlook "Conference  (continued  from  page  5  .) 


Debts  at  beginning  of  *46  lowest  since  T 15 .. .and  less  than  half  of  peak 

of  $10,786  million  in  '25.    Reduction  in  sharp  contrast  to  World  "Jar  I.  Not 
reduction  ranged  from  4$  in  Delta  States  to  52$  in  Montana  and  Utah.    But  large 
part  of  farmer-held  deposits  and  Government  bonds  held  by  relatively  few  farmers. • 
'so  that  majority  of  farmers  can  expand  or  improve  farm  business' only  through 
considerable  expansion  of  credit. 

How  To  Spend  Money 

General  economic  conditions. . .and  agriculture .. .more  stable  now  than  at  end 
of  World  War  I.     But  to  prepare  for  uncertainties  ahead... to  avoid  mistakes  after 
-World  War  I... farmers  should  consider  following  points: 

Repairs,  Replacements,  Efficient  Farming  in  many'  instances  should  have 

first  call  "on  savings- and  current- -•  inc one .    Adding  land  to  make- •  efficient  unit  may 
be  justified  at  times... but  investment  in  better  seed  and  livestock. . .and  in  lime 
and  fertilizer  to  restore  fertility  removed  by  intensive  war  cropping. . .may  be 
better  investment  than  buying  'more  land.  * 

Soil  Conservation  Capital  Investments  such  as  contouring,  terracing,  strip- 
cropping,  etc.,  in  many  cases  will  be  needed  to  maintain  income -producing  capacity 
of  farms. 

Building  Up  Feed  Reserves  in  drought -danger  areas  is  good  insurance  and 

cuts .costs . 

Reducing  Debts  important  for  large  number  of -farmers  who  are  heavily  in 

debt . 

Savings  Buffers  desirable  for  many  farmers  to  aid  in  post-war  adjustments 

in  food  and  fiber  production. 

Retirement  Plans  including  retirement  home,  old -ago  and  survivors'  insur- 
ance desirable  for  older  farmers.    Also,  life  insurance  for  some  farmers. 

Education  and  Health  of  family,  and  conveniences  and  comforts  in  the  home 

should  be  considered. 

t  See  enclosure. 

IEFC  WRESTLES  WITH  WORLD  FOOD  DISTRIHTTIOh 

IFEC  delegates  from  25  nations.  *.;  in  conference  here  in  Washington  this  week. . 
are  waiting  for  a  report  (due  possibly  around  Oct.  50)  from  a  special  committee 
on  the  knotty  question:  Which  takes  precedence?     IEFC's  recommended  allocations  on 
say,,  wheat?  Or,  wheat -growing  Nation  Afs  bi-lateral  agreement  to  furnish  so  much 
wheat 'to  wheat-buying  Nation  B?   •  •'• 

The  conference  opened  up  with  admonitions  from  its  Secretary*General  Fitz- 
gerald that  the  world  food  outlook  for  next  year  is  darker  than  expected  some 
time  back... and  comments  about  growing  difficulties  in  coming  to  unanimous 
agreements  on  allocations. 


Another  RFD  Ambassador 


Latest  of  the  RED  ambassadors  of  goodwill  and  understanding  is  Chris  Mack, 
...of  WNAX  at  Yankton,  3.  D. . . .who  is  doing  the  "never  never"  land  of  Guatemala, 
in  company  with  "Dutch"  Elder,  information  director  at  Iowa  State.    The  thing 
that  takes  Chris  and  Dutch  down  there  is  Iowa  State's  Tropical  Research  Center. 
They  say  that  the  research  there  will  add  five  bushels  an  acre  to  Iowa's  corn 
crop  next  year.    Chris  is  airmailing  back  wire  recordings  on  the  corn  experi- 
ments and  life  down  there... and  is  priming  himself  for  lectures  to  the  folks 
back  home  when  he  returns  early  in  November. 

East  Meets  West  via  Platters 

Our  genial  friend  Frank  Jeter,  long-time  editor  at  North  Carolina  State 
College  of  Agriculture,  takes  to  a  platter  to  tell  Wallace  Kadderly's  KGW  farm 
audience  around  Portland,  Oregon,  how  Southeastern  farmers  are  using  Northwest- 
grown  cover  crop  seed... and  generally,  a  little  something  about  "noil  management 
problems  down  there.    Wallace  pencils  on  a  copy  of  his  continuity  to  us,  "This 
platter  from  Frank  Jeter  illustrates  a  type  of  "interchange"  that  in  my  opinion 
might  be  encouraged  by  USDA." 

FHA  Debut  in  "American  Farmer",  Nov.  2 

TTSDA's  new  Earmers  Home  Administration  (embracing  Farm  Security  and  the 
Emergency  Crop  Loans  work  on  Farm  Credit)  makes  its  debut  Nov. II. .  .with  Bob 
White  set  to  carry  the  first  public  announcement  on  policies  and  salient 
organizational  points  in  the  "American  Farmer",  over  ABC  network,  12:30  to  1:00 
EST... Nov.  2.    The  show  will  include  brief  comments  by  the  new  Administrator, 
Dillard  Lasseter . . .with  farm  people  in  the  Chicago  and  Washington  studios  asking 
questions  about  how  new  policies  will  affect  them  as  (a)  rehabilitation  borrower 
(b)  farm  ownership  borrowers  (c)  insured  mortgage  borrowers,  (d)  veterans,  etc. 

A  Tree  Crows  in  Brooklyn 

If  Bill  Bergoffen  of  Forest  Service  has  been  absent  of  late  from  our 
circles  with  services  and  perquisites  for  RFD's,  perhaps  it's  because  he's 
planting  trees  "all  around  the  town"... in  New  York  City,      Under  the  title, 
"Bill  Scott — Forest  Sanger",  he's  working  with  the  New  York  City  Board  of 
Education  to  pipe  a  series  of  forest  conservation  broadcasts  into  New  York  City 
classrooms  via  WNYC  and  WNYE.    The  series  of  5  20-minute  Shows  run  from  Oct.  14 
to  Nov.  25.    Bill  says  the  programs  are  the  first  of  their  kind  to  be  prepared 
and  broadcast  exclusively  for  schools. 
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ANDERSON  NAMES  RE  SEARCH  COMMITTEE 

As  we  go  to  press,  Secretary  Anderson  announces  an  11 -man  advisory  committee 
provided  for  in  the  much-talked-about  Research  and  Marketing  Act  enacted  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.    The  Secretary,  is-  chairman.    The  members  announced 
today  include  H.  E.  Babcock,  Ithaca,  N.Y. ,  Fred  Bailey,  John  H.  Davis,  C.W. 
Kitchen,  Washington,  D.  C... Robert  Coker,  Hartsville,  S.  C....Chas.  F.  Kettering 
Dayton,  Ohio .. .Albert  Mitchell,  Bell  Ranch,  New  Mexico. . .Jam.es   G.  Pat tori,  Denver 
...Walter  L.  Randolph,  Fayette,  Ala...H.  J.  Reed,  West  Lafayette,  Ind...Kerr 
Scott,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

The  group  is  expected  to  have  its  first  meeting  in  November. 

As  you  recall,  the  act  provides  for  a  highly  comprehensive  program  of  research 
on  production,  marketing,  transportation,  and  distribution  of  agricultural  prod- 
ucts. 

No  funds  have  been  appropriated. 


USDA-LAND  GRANT  COLLEGE  STUDY 


A  bread  study  of  cooperative  extension  policies  and  programs. .. in  view  of 
needs  for  additional  educational  services  in  agriculture  and  home  economics... 
will  be  made  by  a  joint  USDA-Land  Grant  College  committee.    This  is  the  first 
such  study  of  its  kind  since  1928.     It  is  the  last  step  in  carrying  out  the 
recommendations  of  the  special  committee  on  organization  of  USDA  headed  by 
Hilton  Eisenhower,  President  of  KSAC. 


THE  APPLE  STORY 
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With.  National  Apple  Week  on  Oct.  26  -  Nov.  2,  we  might  observe  that  this 
year's  apple  crop  is  back  to  normal  after  not  much  more  than  half  a  crop  last 
year.    Last  year's  short  crop  cleaned  out  supplies  of  fresh  and  processed  apples. 
Nov;  the  pipe  lines  are  filling  up*    Until  such  time  as  the  pipe  lines  completely 
fill  up,  prices  are  likely  to  continue  high. 

WATCH  EOR  WORLD  FOOD  REPORT,  NOV.  5 

You'll  get  some  further  background  on  U.  S.   '47  production  needs,  and  programs 
now  shaping  up,  in  a  new  report  on  World  Food  Outlook,  for  release  Monday,  Nov.  3. 
In  this  report,  USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  fills  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  broad  picture  that  we  have  given  you  in  recent  weeks.    That  is,  that 
some  of  those  famine  countries  that  we  helped  this  past  spring,  are  still  going 
to  be  very  short  of  food  again  next  spring.    Even  though  there  has  been  improvement 
in  the  world  food  outlook,  some  of  these  individual  countries  are  not  out  of  the 
_wqods. 


.,  ,    ,  This  report  is  to  be  a  200-pager.    -So  -we're  not  sending  it  as  a  general 
enclosure.    But  we'll  give  quick  service -to  any  of  you  who  want  and  request  the 
full  report... as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 

-  .  SCHOOL  LUNCH' OFFICIALS  TALK  PROBLEMS 

One  problem  that  figured  prominently  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Conference 
here  in  Washington  this  week  was  how  to  get  money  to  keep  the  program  going.  Many 
States  fear  they  may  have  to  stop  the  school  lunches  by  the  end"  of  February  for 
lack  of  funds. 

As  you  recall,  at  the  past  session  Congress  put  the  school  lunch  program  on 
a  permanent  basis.  And  it  put  up  $75  million.  But  the  $75  million  isn't  going 
as  far  this  year  as  the  57-Vdid  last.  More  schools  are  taking  part.. .and  they 
have  more  children.  -  This  year  ,  8  out  of  25  million  school  youngsters  are  in  on 
this  lunch  program.    Also,  food -and  labor  cost  more. 

The  conference  passed  two • resolutions  of  particular  interest.    They  gave 
their  strong  endorsement  to  home -gardens  and  home  food  preserving  as  of  great 
value... and  want  to  see    this  work  pushed  harder.    They  also  want  trained 
nutritionists  for  each  State. 


OUTLOOK  SUMvlARY  DUE  NOV.  8 

Those  of  you  who  are  on  the  mailing  list  for  the"Agricultural  Situation  " 
(the  little  printed  leaflet  from  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics)  might  be  on 
the  watch  for  the  issue  due  Nov.  8  which  covers  the  high  points  in  the  Outlook 
Conference  held  here  a  couple  of  weeks  ago.     If  youTre  not  on  the  list,  and  would 
like  a  copy,  let  us  know. 


CASTING  SUGAR  S7J1Z?  EXTENDED 

Farm  women  who  have  been  scurrying  around  to  get  enough  sugar  to  put  up  the 
last  of  the  season's  fruit  crop  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Spare  Stamps  9  and  10 
(which  are  good  for  5  lbs.  each  of  canning  sugar)  have  been  extended  through 
Nov.  30.    OPA  has  made  the  extension  because  of  serious  local  sugar  shortages  v.hich 
have  made  it  impossible  for  some  families  to  finish  up  their  canning. 

Those  particular  stamps  were  scheduled  to  expire  Oct.  31. 

4-H  ACHIEVE:  ENT  WEEK  NOV.  2-10 

4-H  Achievement  Week  is  coming  up  Nov.  2-10. 

This  is  a  good  opportunity  for  you  to  highlight  the  first  year  of  4-H 
accomplishments  since  the  war.     Quite  a  bit  of  the  achievements  will  center  this 
year  on  projects  under  Extension's  10  Guideposts  for  4-H.    They  include  produc- 
tion and  conservation  of  food  for  famine  relief.    The  week  also  affords  a  good 
springboard  for  launching  the  1947  4-H  Club  program. 

Get  in  touch  with  local  county  agricultural,  home  demonstration,  and  4-H  Club 
agents  in  lining  up  programs  for  Achievement  Week.  Also,  with  the  editors  at  the 
State  agricultural  extension  offices. 


WORLD  EPOS  PLAIT  GRpTg  MEETS  OCT.  28. 

The  Preparatory  Commission  that  is  to  study  the  proposed  plans  for  a  world 
food  plan... as  directed  by  the  Copenhagen  Conference  in  Sept  ember ...  starts  to 
work  here  Monday,  Oct.  28. 

As  we  go  to  press,  we  still  don't  know  just  who  all  will  be  here.    Only  8 
of  the  16  FAQ  member  nations  have  notified  EA0  of  their  delegations.  Doubt 
centers  on  whether  Russia  and  Argentina  (important  in  any  world  food  plan  that 
maybe  developed)  will  be  present.    Argentina  sent  an  observer  (only)  to  the 
Copenhagen  meeting.    Russia  sent  no  one. 

The  official  talk  here  is  that  it  may  take  2  or  3  months  to  complete  the  study 
of  the  proposed  pain.    Although,  some  think  it  more  likely  will  be  3  or  4  months, 
maybe  much  longer. 

For  your  background  in  following  developments  here  in  the  commission's  study, 
we're  enclosing  an  FA0  background  statement. 

MANDATORY  l.EAT  GRADING  ENDED 

With  the  end  of  OPA  meat  ceilings,  the  mandatory  grading  of  meat... in  effect 
on  90-95$  of  all  meat  sold  in  the  U.  S.  during  the  war... is  ended.     But,  of  course 
Federal  grading  service  is  still  available  to  packers  and  slaughterers  on  an 
optional  basis. 
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SAY  ING-TJIE  -  SO  IL  HEWS 

Still  Time  For  Conservation  Work 

With  fall  weather  favorable  for  farm  v/ork,  many  farmers  are  completing  a  lot 
of  fall  conservation  practices.    And  it  still  isn't  too'  late  to  do  more  .  .  • 
especially  in  the  Southern  half  of  the  country. 

There's  still  time  for  conservation  work  even  in  Northern  States.    Earth  moving 
practices  can  be  continued  until  it  freezes  up,  and  lime  can  be  spread  until  snow 
flies,  or  even  later. 

If  you  want  to  give  fall  conservation  work  another  push,  your  State  IMA.  office 
can  fill  you  in  on  the  fall  conservation  practices  still  practical  in  your  area. 

More  Local  Say-So  On  Conservation 

In  lining  up  local  shows  on  agricultural  conservation,  you  might  keep  in  mind 
that  there  is  now  more  local  "say-so"  on  conservation  practices.    As  we  indicated 
in  page  1  of  our  RFD  Letters  for  June    28  and  July  19,  States  can  decide  specific 
soil-improving  crops  on  which  payments  will  be  made... and  how  much  is  to  be  paid... 
up  to  a  top  limit  set  in  the  national  program.    What's  more,  for  the  first  time, 

a  county  can  set  a  practice  not 'on" those  lists  up  to  10$  of  its  budget.  That 

is,  as  long  as  the  practice  is  in  line  with  the  objectives  of  the  agricultural 
conservation  program. 

We  also  might  remind  you  of  another  point  about  the  conservation  program. 
Payments  were  designed  to  encourage  generally  in  a  community  desirable  conservation 
methods  not  generally  practiced.    When  a  county  feels  that  a  particular  practice 
such  as  liming  or  terracing  has  become  a  general  practice,  payments  can  be  dis- 
continued. 


Ask  For  Conservation  Performance  Reports 

And  while  on  this  subject  of  conservation.  .   -Officials  here  say  that  perform- 
ance reports  from  farmers  are  lagging.    Each  farmer  must  report  his  performance 
of  conservation  practices  to  his  county  ACP  committee. 

A  delay  in  reporting  makes  a  delay  in  checking,  and  consequently  a  delay  in 
payment.    Farmers  have  completed  the  practices  knowing  that    hey'd  be  reimbursed 
for  a  part  of  the  cost.    Most  practices  require  an  actual  outlay  of  cash.  The 
•quicker  compliance  is  reported  the  quicker  the  conservation  payments  can  be  made. 

Again,  if  you're  interested,  your  State  PMA  Office  will  have  some  ideas  on 
how  you  might  give  a  hand  in  spurring  the  reporting  of  performance. 


AMONG  C0ESZLTE5 


^"our  Coverage  cf  4-H  Club  Congress 

As  you  know,  the  National  4-H  Club  Congress  in  Chicago  is  set  for  Dec.  1-5. 
Facilities  will  again  be  available  for  RFD's  who  want  coverage  of  4-H  delegates  via 
recordings. . .remotes. . .photos. 

Here  are  the  particulars: 

;  on  Recordings.    The  National  Committee  on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work  will 
furnish  a  studio  in  the  Stevens... E  recording  engineers. . .and  help  in  lining  up 
desired  delegates.    The  charge  for  transcriptions  is; 

One  side  $10,  plus  shipping  charges 

Two  sides  $19.50  "      "  " 

The  $10  charge  covers  up  to  four  cuts  on  a  blank  a  total  of  12-14  minutes  of 

material  on  each  side,  leaving  bands  between  cuts. 

If  You  Can't  Go  To  Chicago.   the  National  Committee  will  make  cuts  on  order. 

Platters  will  be  air-expressed  immediately  after  cutting.  Tour  order  requests 
should  include:   (a)  definite  direct  ions  on  time  (b)  participants  (c)  shipping. 

utting  Reservations  or  Orders.     Send  to  Bill  Zipf,  Box  3021,  University  Station, 

Columbus,  10,  Ohio  to  get  tc  Bill  not  later  than  Nov.  25.    Any  later  than  that  t 

should  go  to  Bill  in  care  of  National  Club  Congress,  Stevens  Hotel,  Chicago. 

utting  Schedule.    Plans  now  call  for  cutting  Mon. ,  Tue'sv,  Wed.  following  Sunday 
RFD  meet.     If  some  members  want  to  cut  on  Sun.  to  use  platters  on  Mond.  shows, 
arrangements  will  be  made. 

Line  Remotes,  or  ''.'ire  Re c  ording , St ud i os .   can  be  reserved  through  Bill  Zipf. 

Do  it  now. 

Live  Shows  fo    Chicago  Area  RFDf  s  in  Own  Studios.  can  be  arranged  upon  request. 


Phot ographer s .  will  be  available  for  RFD's  who  want  photos  of  participants  in 

recordings.  Cost:  $5  first  print... 75c'  second -through  sixth  prints.  Bring  call- 
letter  sets  if  planning  pictures. 

'./hat  hind  of  Show  Do  You  ~.7ant?    In  your  request,  indicate  the  type  of  feature  you 
want;     (a)  The  story  of  the  4-H  boys  and  girls  themselves,  and  their  records  and 
work  back  home,  or  ( c )  what  they're  doing  and  seeing  in  Chicago.    Also  would 
you  be  interested  in  something  a  little  on  the-  serious  side  in  the  way  cf  round- 
table  discussions  among  the  delegates? 


(continued  on  next  page) 
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Among  Ourselves  (continued  from  page  5.) 


|£HL^e^a^ions.      In  writing  to  Brother  Hal  Tott-n    o-  vr™ 

tions  at  Stevens  Hotel  or  to  Ken  Andean    tj  -     \  ,    N'  f°r  room  ?eserva- 

Club  Work,  59  E .  Van  Buren    CMcatc  f      \ ^onal  Committee  on  Boys  and  Girls 
TMs  is  an  absolute™^  Z^t^tl^l^^  National  4^0^, 


Enclosures:    ^?^*^^«^t  Outlets  for  Parm  Products 

ine  Preparatory  Corliss ion-A  Background  Statement 


